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FOREWORD

To celebrate the 20th anniversary of Ubon Ratchathani University, the Faculty of Applied
Arts and Design proudly organized the First International UBU Conference on Applied Arts and
Design: Integration of the East and the West. The 4 days programs include 2 days academic forum

and 2 days fieldwork and trip along the Mekong River in the beautiful northeastern region of
Thailand to investigate ingrained wisdoms and development of local Thai handicrafts.

The conference is honourably opened by Mrs. Surapee Rojanavongse, the first Thai lady
who becomes the President of the World Craft Council (WCC), Asia-Pacific Region. World
famous designers and scholars who accepted to be our keynote speakers namely:

Prof. Dr.Yanaki Yoshikuni, Director of Research Institute: Okinawa Prefectural
University of Art, Japan;

Mr. Tadatoshi Sato, Ceo: Design Associations, Japan;

Prof. Dr. S. Balaram, Dean: DJ Academy of Design, India;

Mrs. Savitri Suwansathit, Chairman: Intangible Cultural Heritage Committee, Ministry
of Culture, Thailand and

Mr. Edric Ong, President: Society Atelier Sarawak, Malaysia;

Interesting researches for paper presentation came from 3 main continents: North America,
Asia, and Australia. Research papers were selected carefully by our peer reviewers, prestigious
with Prof. Dr. Elivio Bonollo from University of Canberra. They covered all fields related to
applied arts and design: textiles, architecture, product design, advertising, art and design education
etc. There were also academic poster presentations. A few of them were highly valued and
agreeable for the best papers and posters.

More than a hundred of participants were university scholars and designers, with some
graduate students. They have exchanged knowledge and experiences through activities. Besides
academic papers and posters, there were demonstration booths from local handicraft groups,
fashion shows from Malaysia, Hong Kong, the Philippines, and Thailand and performances.
A fieldwork at an indigo dyed weaver’s village shares knowledge between the East and the West
as well as field visits to brass-smith village, rock painting caves and cultural sites.

In conclusion, this First International UBU Conference on Applied Arts and Design could
not be successful without the overwhelming collaborations among WCC, Asian Handicrafts
Promotion and Development (APHADA), Industrial Promotion Center Region 7, Department of
Export Promotion, Department of Sericulture, universities, and distinguished designers around
the world. Good friendship and sincerity were obvious. This would make a strong recognition
that applied arts and design will help fulfill the happiness for the world’s beautiful future. Finally,
on behalf of the whole-hearted work of organizing committee, I would like to thank all participants
and joining persons who make this conference the best success and this proceeding is the evidence
of our sharing knowledge.

Assoc. Prof. Thada Sutthitham, Ph.D.
Dean, Faculty of Applied Arts and Design
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A Comparative Study of Wood Carving Art
in the Mekong Regions of Thailand
and Lao People's Democratic Republic

f

! Wood Carving Art

in the Mekong Regions
of Lao People’s Democratic Republic

Ji

Wood Carving Art
ions of Thai

Asst. Prof. Dr. Sakchai Sikkha
Faculty of Applied Arts and Design, Ubon Ratchathani University

In this research, there were 3 purposes as follows: 1] to study and compile
wood carving art in the form of wood handicrafts in terms of materials,
manufacturing procedures, utilities, credit from the past to the present;
2) to do a comparative study of wood handicrafts with regard to shapes
and designs by examining handicrafts in the Mekong regions of Thailand
and Lao People’s Democratic Republic; 3) to publicize the data in the manner
of preserving the local wisdom of wood carving art. There were 2 scopes to
the research area: wood carving art on the Thai side consisting of 7 provinces
Chiang Rai, Lei, Nong Khai, Nakornpanom, Mukdaharn, and Ubon Ratchathani
and that of the Lao side consisting of 5 provinces - Vientiane Capital,
Luang Prabang, Xaignabouli, Sawannakate, and Champasak.

The results of this research yielded that the criteria considered by craftsmen
on the Thai and Lao sides in selecting the material for wood carving were not
different due to similar natural environment and everyday utensils. Regarding
these criteria, there are 4 points of conclusion: quality of wood appropriate to
usage, relevant believes, utilities, and convenience in production and procurement.
As for the manufacturing processes of wood carving artifacts of the two sides
of Mekong, on the Thai side, neither wood carving craftsmen taking the
manufacturing as a profession nor continuation of the art were found. On the
Lao side, wood carving craftsmen were found in many areas. As regards the
comparative study of wood handicrafts in terms of shapes and designs, the
handicrafts of both sides bore similarities, differences, and relevancies in many
respects. For example, on the Thai side, the areas with the highest numbers
of wood carving handicrafts were Ubon Ratchathani, Lei, Nong Khai, Nakornpano
and Mukdaharn respectively, and the areas with the lowest numbers o
carving handicrafts were Chiang Rai and Amnat Charoen. Most w
artifacts reflected influence of craftsmanship from Lan Xan
the late Rattanasokin Era. In the past, there was the passi
beliefs and faith through different art forms, such as of
of religious edifices, corbels, seats of sermon
and so on. As to the study of the Lao side, t|
of the Lan Xang style with characteristics
in the early days of Isaan. Betwee
comparable similarities can
corbels and styles of w.
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. Arts and Design:
Integration of the East and the West

Abstract

Title: A Comparative Study of Wood Carving Art in the Mekong Regions of Thailand
and The Lao People’s Democratic Republic

Researcher: Asst. Prof. Dr. Sakchai Sikka

Institute: Ubon Ratchathani University, THAILAND

In this research, there were 3 purposes as follows: 1) to study and compile wood carving
art in the form of wood handicrafts in terms of materials, manufacturing procedures, utilities,
credit from the past to the present; 2) to do a comparative study of wood handicrafts with regard
to shapes and designs by examining handicrafts in the Mekong regions of Thailand and the Lao
People’s Democratic Republic; 3) to publicize the data in the manner of preserving the local wis-
dom of wood carving art. There were 2 scopes to the research area: wood carving art on the Thai
side consisting of 7 provinces — Chiang Rai, Lei, Nong Khai, Nakornpanom, Mukdaharn, Amnat
Charoen and Ubon Ratchathani — and that of the Lao side consisting of 5 provinces — Vientiane
Capital, Luang Prabang, Xaignabouli, Sawannakate, and Champasak.

The results of this research yielded that the criteria considered by craftsmen on the Thai
and Lao sides in selecting the material for wood carving were not different due to similar natural
environment and everyday utensils. Regarding these criteria, there are 4 points of conclusion:
quality of wood appropriate to usage, relevant believes, utilities, and convenience in production
and procurement. As for the manufacturing processes of wood carving artifacts of the two sides of
Mekong, on the Thai side, neither wood carving craftsmen taking the manufacturing as a profes-
sion nor continuation of the art were found. On the Lao side, wood carving craftsmen were found
in many areas. As regards the comparative study of wood handicrafts in terms of shapes and de-
signs, the handicrafts of both sides bore similarities, differences, and relevancies in many respects.
For example, on the Thai side, the areas with the highest numbers of wood carving handicrafts
were Ubon Ratchathani, Lei, Nong Khai, Nakornpanom, and Mukdaharn respectively, and the
areas with the lowest numbers of wood carving handicrafts were Chiang Rai and Amnat Charoen.
Most wood carving artifacts reflected influence of craftsmanship from the Lan Xang Kingdom
and the late Rattanasokin Era. In the past, there was the passing down of the craft through Bud-
dhist beliefs and faith in different art forms, such as ornamental roof timbers of religious edifices,
corbels, seats of sermon, wooden Buddha images, and so on. As to the study of the Lao side, the
wood carving artifacts were of the Lan Xang style with characteristics similar to the wood carv-
ing artifacts in the early days of Isaan. Between the two categories of artifacts, many comparable
similarities can be observed, such as styles of Great Nagas and corbels and styles of waterspout
and design application.

Keywords: art, wood carving, Mekong
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Integration of the East and the West

A Comparative Study of Wood Carving Art in the Mekong Regions
of Thailand and The Lao People’s Democratic Republic

Asst.Prof. Dr. Sakchai Sikka
Faculty of Applied Arts and Design, Ubon Ratchathani University, THAILAND

Introduction
The Lao People’s Democratic Republic, or Lao PDR, is a neighboring country with the
culture closest to that of the Isaan region of Thailand. In the past, the peoples of both nations used
to travel across the Mekong River to trade like brothers, using the same language with no need
of additional learning. In the historical respect, the people on the two sides of the river used to
live under the shade of the same kingdom. At present, the politics has greatly changed, with an
administrative border determined by the deep channel of the river across which the peoples once
crossed to do business. However, this kind of administrative border is not a barrier of cultural
division. As Palangwan (2010 : 160) mentioned in 450 Years of Vientiane, whenever the Lao and
the Isaan peoples meet each other, the first thing that occurs is the people of both sides will feel the
strong mutual affection like that of relatives who have been parted for a very long time. This sentiment
is the beauty that the people of both sides of Mekong should maintain. Looking back into the past,
in this community by the Mekong River, there had been many occasions of immigration out of
several reasons, for instance, natural disasters, invasions for territory conquest. The peace-loving
disposition of the people of the Mekong River basins and their aptitude for and skillfulness in
agriculture rather than combat are also factors causing people to relocate with the river being
a significant factor in the consideration of places for settlement. This is in agreement with the
writing of Roikaew (2004:13) of the Rak Chiang Khong Group in the introduction of the book
Dharma Procession for the Preservation of Mekong that for the living of the human race from
ancient times to the present day, dependence on nature is irrefutable. The river is a factor providing
tribes with life, abundance, peacefulness, and sustainability. Among all the rivers of the world,
Mekong, or Khong, is a very large international river that runs through six nations. Therefore,
from times past, the imperialist powers have been very much interested in Mekong. This concept
reflects the reason for invasions, which affect the people to relocate many times in the past and the
present. The relocation along the river is not merely about changing residences or moving things,
but also about relocating the culture and local wisdom carried on through many generations. Most
of the local wisdom of the people of the Mekong River basins is the product of the necessities of
survival, beliefs, religious traditions, heet-khongs (customs and practices), which result in objects
and utensils continually invented. The manufacturing local wisdom of the past is usually of
handicraft, or work done by hands, such as weaving, wickerwork, earthenware, metalwork, and
woodwork, that does not involve the use of industrial machines as in the present. These sorts of
local wisdom were developed in accordance with human needs in terms of utilities and aesthetic
value.

Among the raw materials selected by the people of the Mekong River basins for production,

wood is the one most selected for it is commonly found in the area. With the fertility of this land,
there are many kinds of plants growing naturally. The local people draw on the local wisdom
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Arts and Design:

Integration of the East and the West
passed down from generation to generation to choose the types of wood to produce handicrafts
that respond to the utility demands. Some woods have durable quality; some have herbal qual-
ity for their taste, smell, and color; some have auspicious names. As these materials are made
into products of local wisdom, they go through different ingenious processes and design creation.
This kind of local wisdom is highly worthy of being preserved. At present, a large portion of
handicraft local wisdom related to wood has disappeared; the production quantity has started to
decrease, and carvers have become rarer. Valuable wood carving artifacts have deteriorated while
reproduction is lacking. Without comparative study and compilation for the illustration of artistic
merit, it is the researcher’s belief that the knowledge of this artistic form may be lost.

For the selection of the research target, the researcher focused on the community villages in
the area of the Mekong River basins, consulted documents for information and interrogated people
who actually lived in the area. The criteria for selection were the antiquity of the community

and the long cultural continuation. From past experience of data collection, the researcher had
learned that artifacts of wood carving art were mostly found in temples, and there were probably
some in residences, museums, antique shops, and souvenir shops. This is in alignment with what
Na Paknam (2007 : 174) mentions, that most antiques are in temples, for temples are the cultural
centers of each Thai communities. Since the time when Buddhism became the national religion,
Thai people have believed that temples are unquestionably the centers of their art. This notion is
in accordance with the data based on actual evidence. This concept and belief exist not only in
Thailand but also in Lao PDR and other nations of the same region that share the Buddhist belief.
Thus, the temples were the main target of this data collection.

Objectives

In this research, there were 3 objectives:

1) To study and compile the wood carving work in the form of handicraft as regards
the materials, manufacturing procedures, utilities, and beliefs from the past to the present

2) To do a comparative study of elements of handicrafts in terms of shapes and designs
from artifacts by craftsmen on the Mekong River basins of Thailand and Lao PDR

3) To publicize the information in the manner of preserving the wood carving local wisdom

Research Methodology

On the conduct, there were 4 steps in the procedure plan:

1) Explore and examine the data from documents, researches, and related information,
and select the sample areas on the Mekong River basins of Thailand and Lao PDR

2) Do fieldwork by interview, video recording, drawing, and collecting data on sample
objects available in the areas

3) Organize, analyze, and compare the data, then discuss the results

4) Summarize and report the results of the conduct by publicizing in the published form

Basic Assumptions

Since this research is a study of the data of 2 nations of very close language cultures, both
spoken and written, in recording the information in the written form of Lao PDR, the researcher
used the original Lao vocabulary as recorded in the data sources. As for some information the
written form of which does not exist, the researcher recorded the words according to the dialect of
the spoken language. It is believed that doing so will be advantageous to the study on the actual
site as well as honoring the original words of the native speakers.
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Scope of Study

The data collection for the comparative study of data on the wood carving artifacts of the
basins of Thailand and the Lao People’s Democratic Republic (Lao PDR) involves comparison of
the study results on the Thai side during 2008-2009 and those on the Lao side in 2010, 3 years in
total. The scope of sample areas is as follows:

1) For the study of wood carving artifacts on the Thai side, the scope consisted of the
suburban and urban community areas of 7 provinces — Chiang Rai, Lei, Nong Khai, Nakornpanom,
Mukdaharn, Amnat Charoen, and Ubon Ratchathani.

2) For the study of wood carving artifacts on the Lao People’s Democratic Republic (Lao
PDR) side, the scope consisted of the suburban and urban community areas of 5 provinces —
Vientiane Capital, Luang Prabang, Xaignabouli, Sawannakate, and Champasak. The areas for
data study of both countries are on both sides of the Mekong River.

Definition of Terms

Lao side refers to the area in the Lao People’s Democratic Republic near the Mekong
riverside, determined by the areas of the nearest provinces.

Thai side refers to the area in Thailand near the Mekong riverside, determined by the areas
of the nearest provinces.

Lao PDR refers to the Lao People’s Democratic Republic

Wood carving refers to making designs in wood by cutting, prizing, or boring in order
to sever what is of one piece by use of tools or devices.

Mekong River basin refers to the area around or near the Mekong River.

Conclusion
This comparative study of the wood carving art of the past and the present of the two
countries, Thailand and the Lao People’s Democratic Republic or Lao PDR, is done in the scope
of the areas on the two sides of Mekong River, that is, 7 provinces of Thailand — Chiang Rai, Lei,
Nong Khai, Nakornpanom, Mukdaharn, Amnat Charoen, and Ubon Ratchathani and 5 provinces
of the Lao People’s Democratic Republic or Lao PDR — Vientiane Capital, Luang Prabang,
Xaignabouli, Sawannakate, and Champasak. The researcher focused on the communities living
in the areas around the Mekong River basins for the sampling for data collection and used
information from documents for and interrogation with people who actually lived in the areas.
The criteria for selection were the antiquity of the community and the long cultural continuation.
Examination of information from documents and interviews in the areas yielded that valuable
artifacts of wood carving art were mostly found in temples, and there were probably some in
residences, museums, antique shops, and souvenir shops. As for the research conduct, the
procedure was divided into 2 phases. For the first phase, the year 2008, the data collection was
done on the Thai side, and the writing of data summarization was complete in 2009. For the
second phase, the data collection was done on the Lao side, and the writing of data summarization
was complete by the end of the same year. On the quantitative data compilation, it can be concluded
that, on the Thai side, the data could be compiled from 103 localities in all from the 7 provinces
in the Mekong River basin area. On the Lao side, the data could be compiled from 38 localities
in all from the 5 provinces in the Mekong River basin area. Consideration of the amounts would
show quantitative difference. This is due to the great difference between the populations of the
research areas. To illustrate, the population of Thailand was between 60-70 millions, whereas
that of Lao PDR was between 6-7 millions. The settlement on the Thai side was dense, while on
the Lao PDR side the settlement was scattered and far apart. Moreover, in light of the religious
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aspect, Buddhism in Lao PDR flourished to a high degree in the urban areas, but exploration of the
remote areas revealed a very small number of Buddhist temples, and belief in ghosts, which was
the continued ancient belief, was found in some areas. Because of these factors, the quantity
of data sources in Lao PDR was a lot lower than that in Thailand. However, in light of value,
most of the wood carving artifacts found in the temples of Lao PDR were from the distant past.
It may be right to say that the artifacts in many places there were older than those on the Thai side.
Therefore, the data discovered in this study are considered to be comparable in terms of
background and being samples of dissimilar areas. Regarding this, the researcher reached a con-
clusion corresponding to the 3 determined objectives as follows:

1) The study and compilation of wood carving artifacts in the form of handicraft as regards

the materials, manufacturing procedures, utilities, and beliefs from the past to the present
reveal that, on the materials used in wood carving art on the Thai side and the Lao side, the
criteriaconsidered by the craftsmen ofboth sides were notdifferent due to similar natural environment
and everyday utensils. Regarding these criteria, there are 4 points of conclusion: quality
of wood appropriate to usage, relevant beliefs, utilities, and convenience in production and
procurement. Onthemanufacturingprocesses of wood carvingartifacts,onthe Thaiside, neitherwood
carving craftsmen taking the manufacturing of the craft as a profession nor continuation of the
art were found. On the Lao side, a large number of professional wood carving craftsmen could
still be found. The researcher interviewed wood carving craftsmen in Luang Prabang, Lao PDR
and summed up 4 steps of the manufacturing procedure: the first is drafting a design, the second
preparing materials and equipment, the third carving, and the fourth decorating. As for the wood
carving equipment, it can be categorized into 3 groups: installed tools for usage in the location,
facilitating tools for wood carving, and wood carving tools.

2) The comparative study of elements of wood handicraft in terms of shapes and designs
conducted on the works of craftsmen in the areas around the Mekong River basins of Thailand and
Lao PDR shows that the handicrafts of both sides bore similarities, differences, and relevancies in
many respects. For instance, the investigation on the Thai side yielded that among the 7 provinces
adjacent to the Mekong River — Chiang Rai, Lei, Nong Khai, Nakornpanom, Mukdaharn, Amnat
Charoen, and Ubon Ratchathani, the area with the highest application of wood carving art in
Buddhist edifices was Ubon Ratchathani. Next on down, with the levels not for apart were Lei,
Nong Khai, Nakornpanom, and Mukdaharn, and the areas with the low level were Chiang Rai and
Amnat Charoen. Most of the wood carving artifacts reflect influence of craftsmanship from the
Lan Xang Kingdom and the late Rattanasokin Era. In the past, there was the passing down of the
craft through Buddhist beliefs and faith in different art forms, such as ornamental roof timbers of
religious edifices, corbels, seats of sermon, wooden Buddha images, and so on. In contrast, most
artworks in Buddhist edifices in Chiang Rai were plaster sculptures and metal artifacts. There were
a large number of bronze Buddha images. Most of their styles reflect influence from the Lanna
Period, and some styles reflect influence from the Rattanakosin Period. For the passing down of the
wood carving skill, at present, the wood carving art of the Mekong River basins lacked continuation.

Most craftsmen found in the area learned wood carving art from craftsmen in the north, and
there were only a small number who still produce handicrafts. These are domestic works, which
cannot be produced commercially. As to the investigation in the areas of the Lao side adjacent to
Mekong, which comprises many provinces, the researcher chose 5 provinces — Vientiane Capital,
Luang Prabang, Xaignabouli, Sawannakate, and Champasak — for exploration. It was found that
the wood carving works in Lao PDR were of the Lan Xang style with characteristics similar to the
wood carving works in the early days of Isaan. Many comparable similarities could be observed,
such as the waterspout application, Great Nagas and corbel styles, as well as the style of design
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application, such as that of corbels. For the Buddhist artwork used in the decoration of religious
edifices of the Thai and Lao sides of the Mekong River, it was found that the types of corbels
mostly found on the Lao side were Naga corbels, woman’s-arm corbels, saluting-deva corbels, and
elephant-ear corbels, subsequently, and panel corbels were rare. Most of the Naga corbels were
ones with loose tails, and ones with coiled tails were not found. As for the types of corbels of the
Thai side, the ones mostly found were Nagas with loose tails, panel corbels, woman’s-arm corbels,
saluting-deva corbels, subsequently, and elephant-ear corbels were rare. It can be concluded that
the kind of corbel mostly used on both sides of Mekong River was the Naga with a loose tail.
The corbels of this kind have similar designs.

Naga corbels on the Thai side Naga corbels on the Lao PDR side

Different corbels on the Thai side Different corbels on the Lao PDR side

Figure 1: Examples of carved wood corbels of the Thai side and the Lao PDR side
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Another kind of Buddhist artwork, which is interesting, is the waterspout. On the Thai
side, the use of waterspouts was found in many areas, especially in old temples. They were
commonly seen not only in the area of the Mekong River basin, but all over the Isaan region.
However, they were not found in other regions of Thailand. As for the waterspouts on the Lao
side, they were used almost in every area with temples. The style of the waterspouts in Lao PDR
was the form similar to that of a miniature long boat like that of the ones used on the Thai side.
Upon considering the overall image of the waterspouts of both river sides, the craftsmen of each
area had created beautiful and diverse designs to waterspouts according to influences of each times
or periods. For example, considering the changes in shape on the Thai side, the original shape
of the first age is the duplication of that of the Lan Xang Kingdom; the shape of the second age
reflects influence from the Rattanasokin Era, and the shape of the present age is that of freestyle
creation with more application of Thai art. On the Lao side, alteration along the ages could also
be noticed. In some places integration with the dragon in the belief of the Vietnamese craftsmen
could be seen. However, the waterspouts of both sides are still of identical function.

E
Al

Naga waterspouts on the Thai side A dragon waterspout on the Lao side A Hera waterspout on the Lao side

Figure 2: Examples of carved wood waterspouts of the Thai side and the Lao PDR side of Mekong
By: Sakesan Seesan, Aug 20, 2010

3) For publication in the manner of preserving the wood carving local wisdom, the
researcher have summed up the information from this study into the forms of a book and a research
report, which will be publicized to relevant agencies or those who may be interested.

Discussion

The results of this comparative study of the wood carving artifacts of the Thai and Lao
sides of Mekong River confirm the notion about the culture of the people living on both sides in
the past, that their beliefs, religion, traditions, and ways of life were not different. They shared
the same cultural roots. At present, these things are still carried on. For example, in the ritual of
sprinkling water onto Buddha images on Songkran, the waterspout is still often used — a style of
cultural practice not popular elsewhere — even though in detail the shapes of the waterspouts may
vary. This is probably due to the different political influences of different ages.
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Upon considering the future of the wood carving art of the two sides of Mekong River,
this can be in 2 dimensions. In the first dimension, cultural wood carving art is indigenous art
or local treasure and thus should be regarded with preservative importance by the local people
or community leaders, not as the responsibility of the state alone, for the community is the party
closest to the art and the primary owner. In the second dimension, it is art for commercial
purposes. On the Thai side, wood carving artifacts are considered very few. This art should be
revived because it is a form of indigenous art that has been passed down for a long time and should
be prevented from loss. Carrying on this local wisdom does not necessarily mean deforestation or
exploitation of natural resources. Utilizing tree roots, stumps, wood scraps, or economic trees that
grow rapidly and are suitable for being planted for reforestation can also be done. As for the Lao
side, there are more raw material sources than on the Thai side, so the utilization can be continued
for a long time. Learning how to utilize resources wisely to the full potential will sustain this art
form to last longer.

Recommendations

Recommendations for future research

For future research conduct, there are 3 recommendations:

1) The work should be divided into 3 stages. The first stage is the study and compilation
of data from relevant data sources on the actual site. The second stage is fieldwork and data
compilation. Lastly, the third stage is data analysis and organization. Although dividing the work
into stages like this will take much time, it is believed that it will yield efficiency to this kind of
research.

2) The traveling route for data collection fieldwork should be planned with seasons being
the prime concern. For example, wild areas should be scheduled for April, May, and June, whereas
urban community areas should come the last in priority.

3) For the search for data, it may be wise to divide the primary data into 3 types: data from
general documents or media, data from agencies in the area, and data from interview or interrogation
with the local people. The 3 types of data have different benefits. For example, data from general
documents or media will provide a broader scope that facilitates decision-making regarding the
order of fieldwork site-visiting. Information from agencies in the sites will provide awareness
of the current situation — how the states of things are, how the routes are, and information from
interview or interrogation with the local people is considered the actual information from the sites.
Discovery of new things will benefit the academic circle, so it can be stated that information of
every level is useful.

Recommendations for utilization of the benefits of the research results

For the utilization of the benefits of the research results, there are 2 recommendations
as follows.

1) In this research, the wood carving artwork was compiled and categorized for convenient
search. Those who are interested can benefit from it in terms of application to design of different
forms, historical data investigation, as well as local wisdom investigation.

2) This research is a spatial study aimed to reflect the ethnic background. In spite of the
changes in the present world, with borders between nations, the inherited culture of each ethnic
group cannot be divided. Wood carving art is one among several examples that are evidence of
human ethnic groups. For those who are interested in this kind of research, there are many topics
to be pursued, such as the art of plaster sculpture, the art of weaving, or the art of accessories.
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